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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES

February 11,2011

President Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20502

Dear President Obama:
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I write on behalf of Mission Hill Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. a community
based nonprofit housing and economic development organization committed to the
revitalization and stabilization of the Mission Hill neighborhood of Boston since 1974.
MHNHS strives to involve all segments of the community in the planning, housing and
economic development activities designed to preserve Mission Hill's unique and diverse
character, improve the standard of living of its lower income residents, and enhance the
quality of life for everyone in Mission Hill. It has never been easy, but the collaborations
of community based organizations and the astonishing number of hours of volunteer time
committed by hundreds of neighbors over the last several decades have allowed Mission
Hill to survive and thrive, to build a commercial center and grocery store envisioned by
residents on land once owned by Harvard University, to create hundreds and hundreds of
low and moderate income housing units on properties abandoned by institutions and left
vacant and dangerous and a blight on our community. And we have been able to do this
work while involving and taking care of our most vulnerable neighbors. But the reality
is - we would not have had these successes if not for the CDBG and CSBG programs.

I think you witnessed a bit of this special community when you attended Senator
Kennedy's funeral at our own Mission Church. While devastated by the Senator's
passing and fearful what the loss of his leadership would mean nationally and locally, we
were so very proud and surprised that he chose Mission Hill. In some ways, however, I
could not help thinking that our community was such a logical choice. Weare the people
the Senator dedicated his life's work to - an amazing mix of hard working residents, from
every ethnicity and cultural background, young and old who live and fight together, with
a tenacious spirit that never gives up - on the dream, on the hope or on the work.

And the work does continue. And in these most difficult times those of us working on
the street level- despite our past successes - we can only see the many individuals that
we still have a responsibility to help. One of our most important community partners is
the Parker Hill/Fenway ABCD. In the best of times the work of the local ABCD is both
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remarkable and needed - the computer and health classes for our seniors, the summer
jobs for our youth. But during these harshest of economic times Parker Hill/ Fenway
ABCD is the final safety net for so many of those most needy in our community. ABCD
provides the basic necessities - a coat and hat for a child, food for an elderly resident's
table, heat for the family down the street that still can't find employment. ABCD is the
final safety net advocating for those with medical debt or overwhelming utility bills and
assisting folks with housing and food stamp applications. Parker Hill/Fenway ABCD is
the safe harbor that we all deserve to know is there when we are in the most desperate
need.

And the dream does live on. MHNHS and Parker Hill/Fenway ABCD have future
collaborations on the near horizon. MHNHS has been working for the past 5 years to
vision with our neighbors a new gateway to our community at Roxbury Crossing.
Probably the most important piece of the community's vision is for additional low
income housing for seniors who can no longer afford the rents in the surrounding triple
decker flats. We have site control, we have approvals from the City, we have hard
working committee members of seniors and youth volunteers who together with our
consultants have produced a beautiful and functional design that will replace lots vacant
for decades. MHNHS and ABCD have been dreaming about what it will be like when
this building is built - we will work together on services bringing residents of the
building and neighborhood seniors together, we will share space and programs. We were
excited to think about the expansion of services and the increase in numbers of elderly
folks that we will be able assist with our collaborative effort. But without CDBG funding
for development and CSBG funding for services, the dream will not be realized.

MHNHS recognizes that the budget decisions that you face weigh heavily. As a
community organizer I know you understand the importance of the work of groups like
Parker Hill/Fenway ABCD and MHNHS and all the other community based
organizations throughout the country struggling to help those most in need. We hope and
we trust that you will preserve the Block Grant Programs.

Sincerely,

wt~~!~
Senior Project Manager
Mission Hill Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc.

Cc: Millie Arbaje, Executive Director, Parker Hill/Fenway ABCD
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